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Singapore has long been a focus of United States nonproliferation concerns, as one of the world's 
busiest container ports and a major transshipment hub. Singapore is a signatory to the Nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty, Biological Weapons Convention, Chemical Weapons Convention, and 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. It is an active participant in the Container Security Initiative, 
Proliferation Security Initiative, and Megaports programs. On January 1, 2008, Singapore 
implemented an expanded strategic goods control list, which now includes items covered by the four 
main multilateral export control regimes: Missile Technology Control Regime, Australia Group, 
Nuclear Suppliers Group, and Wassenaar Arrangement. This marked the first time Singapore 
expanded its list since 2003, when the Government of Singapore instituted a new strategic trade 
control system under the Strategic Goods (Control) Act. 

Funding under the Export Control and Related Border Security (EXBS) program continues to be 
aimed at strengthening implementation of Singapore's strategic trade system and laws. EXBS 
programs are intended to enhance the ability of Singapore customs and law-enforcement authorities 
to investigate violations and punish violators under its strategic trade control law; identify and 
interdict items of proliferation concern, particularly within transit and transshipment cargo; and 
create more formal training programs for new licensing officers, including commodity identification 



Peace and Security - Combating Weapons of Mass Destruction 

The EXBS training provides the tools for preparation of new legislation and implementation of new 
enforcement methods that are necessary for an effective export control system. 

In FY 2009, U.S. assistance supported an EXBS workshop on advanced licensing techniques that 
was conducted by consultants from the United States, a trade official from Hong Kong, and a 
United Kingdom-based expert on the Wassenaar Arrangement. The workshop covered advanced 

Programs discussed in this publication are funded through the Department of State. The U.S. Agency for International 
Development does not currently provide direct assistance to Singapore. 



training. 
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principles of how to identify and license controlled goods. Approximately 30 Singapore Customs 
officials attended. U.S. assistance supported a second EXBS workshop on Analysis of Strategic 
Commodity Transfers (ASCOT). ASCOT training is designed to enhance licensing officers' 
technical commodity knowledge and proliferation risk-analysis skills in order to strengthen the 
license review process. Approximately 30 Singaporean officials attended. 
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